
Meeting Presentation 
 

       "Understanding Your Dive Boat" w ill be the topic of March's 
guest speaker, Lee Gano, of Island Divers in Denton.  Before taking 
over the dive center in 2004, Lee earned his USCG 100-Ton Master 
Captain license and w as a captain for several dive boat operations in 
California and Florida.  Gano is extremely know ledgeable on having 
cameras on boats. He earned a degree in f ilm production and w orked 
many years in the Los Angeles area f ilming above and below  the water 
for television shows like "Bayw atch," "Aquanauts," "Dateline NBC," and 
Marty Snyderman's PBS shark documentary.  A PADI and TDI Course 
Director, Lee contributed video and still images to many of PA DI's 
training f ilms and books.  Gano is a native of the Dallas area and 
earned his instructor certif ication at Island Divers nearly 20 years ago. 

Monthly Club      
Meeting 

 March 18th 
Location: Outback Steakhouse 
1509 Central Expressway @ 
15th. St., Plano N/W corner. 
Check www.yahoo.com for a 
detailed map! 
 

Plan on eating dinner there! 
 
Board Meeting at 5:30 pm. 
Mealtime begins at 6:00 pm. 
Meeting begins at 7:00 pm. 
 
For more information: 

www.dups.org 
Guests are encouraged and  

welcome!!! 

      
                     Novice                                   Intermediate                                 Open 

                                                  
DUPS Monthly Photo  
Contest Topics 2007 

 

March  
“Creatures of the Muck” 

 

April    Selective Focus 
May     Feeding Behavior 
June     Eyes 
July     Camouflage 
Aug.    Macro 
Sept.    Sessile 
Oct.     Cnidaria 
Nov.    Orange 
Dec. - No contest, Party Time! 

February 2007   
Winners 

Novice 
1.   
2.   
3.   
Intermediate 
1.   
2.  
3.  

Open 
1.   
2.   
3.   
 

 

We will have last month’s and this month’s Photo Contests this month.  
The Topics will be:  

 February—”Wide Angle with People” 
 March— “Creatures of the Muck” 



 

 

 

VIDEOLIGHTS 
©2007 Roger Roth 

Competition Quirks 
 Participating in underwater photo and video competitions can be great fun, and very 
rewarding if you are a fairly good image-taker.  They can also be quite educational if you are 
still in the learning process.  When you enter an underwater photo/video competition, there are 
many things that you should be aware of before you enter. 
 First of all, where do the proceeds of that contest go?  Some competitions donate 100% 
of all the proceeds to non-profit benefi ciaries that support marine conservation and education 
and some donate nothing, using the proceeds to support their own personal causes, possibly like 
a for-profit Aquarium.  You have to decide for your sel f which ones you’d like to support or not 
support, but do pay attention to where the proceeds go. 
 Another thing to consider is what happens to your entries after they are submitted.  
Some competitions, in all fairness to the photographers, reserve the right to use winning images 
for only up to two years and only to promote that competition.  This is totally acceptable in the 
industry.  Other contests may use any and all entries for their own usage in perpetuity (again, 
like an Aquarium’s kiosks), which is totally unfair to the photographers and unacceptable in the 

industry. 
 In order to not get disqualified before leaving the starting gate, be sure to follow every rule carefully, dotting every “i” 
and crossing every “ t.”  Qualify your own personal eligibility according to the rules since sometimes anyone much more experi-
enced than amateurs are not permitted to enter.  Also, qualify the eligibility of your entries, like when they were taken or if 
they’ve already earned some major awards. 
 As far as personal eligibility goes, there are a few things to consider.  One might be to discern whether you are an ama-
teur or not.  Look for how that’s defined in the rules of each di fferent competition. 
 One contest might define an amateur as someone who has not earned more than say 2 or three major contest first-place 
awards.  Another might be if you earn less than say 40% of your income from shooting underwater.  There are competitions that 
do not discern between amateurs and pros at all, so be aware of who you’ll be competing against. 
 One last discerning factor to consider might be “industry professional.”  This would include a dive shop owner in the 
Caribbean who can dive any and every day just out his back door, or a divemaster who dives 3-4 times every day in Fiji.  In the 
video category, it might also include an editor/videographer for a TV station, since his experience far surpasses that of most un-
derwater videographers/producers.  If you have a question as to whether or not you do or don’t qualify, just contact the director of 
that contest and ask what their judgment would be. 
 Another area of concern is the definition of wide angle lenses and close-up lenses.  A number of years ago many of the 
directors of the major competitions in the U.S. got together at DEMA and came up with a standard rule of thumb.  Close-up was 
defined as any shot taken with a lens with a reproduction ratio smaller than 1:6.  Again, if you have any questions, contact the 
director to clari fy them before you send your entries. 
 With the advancement of digital enhancement, it’s getting easier and easier to manipulate pictures on the computer.  
Make sure you understand where each competition stands in just how much manipulation is allowed.  If you cross the lines on 
this, your entries may very well be disqualified at the discretion of the judges. 

There are some competitions that limit manipulation to only what could have been accomplished through slide develop-
ment.  These contests are looking for the photographer who can get a good shot underwater.  They are not looking for how adept 
your computer skills are. 

Through the years, many judges have commented on how computer manipulation can really detract from a shot.  Even 
though some computer programs are getting better and better at manipulating shots, keep in mind that the advanced technology 
also passes on to monitors.  If judged on good HD monitors, even the slightest touch-ups can stand out like a sore thumb to an 
experienced judge. 

As a matter of fact, this situation did arise in the judging of the Underwater Images Competition digital entries.  When 
the judges, Doug Perrine, Jim Watt, and Wayne Levin, passed on the winners to me as Director, they commented on a few of the 
shots and how they were manipulated.  I was glad to see that they were on the ball enough to catch this, as the philosophy of the 
Underwater Images Competition is to judge the ability to get the shot, not manipulate it. 

When I pulled up those shots on my computer, I had great difficulty even seeing what they were talking about until I 
took each shot into Photoshop and enlarged the areas in question.  I then asked Doug how they had even caught these almost in-
visible clues while going through the judging process.  It was then that he explained about the HD monitors and how glaring they 
can make some manipulations stand out. 
 
 
                                              (Con’t on top of next page) 

 

Roger Roth 



 
Competition Quirks-  Part 2 (con’t) 

 

 Computer manipulation also extends to the video categories in some competitions.  Where some contests allow a 
great amount of computer graphics to be added and applied to a short production, others are again only looking for the good 
videographer who can get good shots and tell a good story with them.  These contests are not looking for the computer geek 
who can hide bad video clips behind a lot of computer-generated effects. 

Lastly, some contests take weeks and months to finally post their results.  Others post them much quicker (maybe 
because they’ve been on the waiting side before and found it unnecessary).  I don’t know if some contests take longer pur-
posely to help increase their website hits, or if they are just too busy.  Either way, be patient and realize that most organizers of 
these competitions are only volunteers and have day jobs to pay their bills just as the rest of us.  Sea Ya! 

Critter corner: The most photographed critter in the Underwater Images Competition in the last four years has been 
the Pygmy seahorse. 

As a reminder that 2007 dues are due.  Please mail to: 
Teri Walker 

2760 Fairwood Ave. 
Carrollton, TX 75006 

Along with your dues bring a hand drawn picture of  a fish. 

Judy Johnson Wins in Three Different Photo Competitions 
 

WITH ENTRIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD, THESE ARE THE WINNERS OF  
THE BENEATH THE SEA 2007 WORLDWIDE UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO COMPETITION 

 
Visit http://beneaththesea.org/Photo-Contest-2007-Winners.htm to see all the winning entries. 

 
The Best in Show-Creative application of photography receives the Jim Church Award for Excellence in Underwater Crea-

tive Photography and a live-aboard trip aboard the S.M.Y Ondina in Raja Ampat, Indonesia.. This year's winner 
is Judy E. Johnson of Irving, TX with "Shrimp Dancer."  

 
Judy also won the following awards in the  
Underwater Images 2007 Photo/Video Competition-Final Results 
 
CONSERVATION CATEGORY  
Honorable Mention: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Hooked Shark 
 

MACRO/CLOSE-UP OPEN CATEGORY  
Second Place: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Tending the Garden 
Honorable Mention:Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Baby Bengaii´s Safehaven 
 

WIDE ANGLE OPEN CATEGORY  
Second Place: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Swarming Anthias 
Honorable Mention: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX-Shark with Creole Wrasse 
 

TOGETHERNESS CATEGORY 
Second: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX-Goby Reunion 
 
 
Judy also placed in the Wetpixel/Our World Underwater Competition  
which allowed entries by pros and amateurs. 
See images at: 
http://underwatercompetition.com/owu07908.php 
Third Place in Macro Unrestricted 
Honorable Mention in Macro Restricted 
 



PRESS RELEASE: March 10, 2007  
Underwater Images 2007 Photo/Video Competition-Final Results 

BEST OF SHOW 
Sponsored by Aquatic Encounters, the FeBrina, and the Walindi Plantation, PNG 

Jose Alvarez, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic-Surface 
 

CONSERVATION CATEGORY  
First: Linda Blanchard, Mission Viejo, CA- Sad Day of Fishing 
,Second: Viora Alessio, Borgomanero, Italy- Why Me?  
Third: Jose Alvarez, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic- The Last Swim 
 Honorable Mention: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Hooked Shark  
VIDEO CATEGORY  
First: Charlie Oldfield, Nottingham, U.K.-The River Runs Red 
 Second: Charlie Oldfield, Nottingham, U.K.- Horse Play  
Third: Bruce Carlson, Atlanta, GA- Spirit of the Solomon’s  
Honorable Mention: Charlie Oldfield, Nottingham, U.K.- Octopus’ Garden  
WIDE ANGLE NOVICE CATEGORY  
First Place: Mark Thomas, Cheshire, UK- Nosy Seal  
Second Place: Mark Thomas, Cheshire, UK- Rainbow Trout  
Third Place: Jean-Louis Danan, Palaseau, France- Hunting 
Honorable Mention: Christine Smith, Columbus, OH- Tarpon & Silversides  
                                  Csaba Tokolyi, Budapest, Hungary- Up Down Under  
Brian Francisco, Albany, OH- Squid  
WIDE ANGLE OPEN CATEGORY  
First Place: Ralph Oberlander, Dover, NH-Solitude  
Second Place: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Swarming Anthias  
Third Place: Andrew Wallace, Davis, CA-Are You Bored?  
Honorable Mention: Rich Lauer, Reynoldsburg, OH- Where Eagles Glide  
                                  Judy Johnson, Irving, TX-Shark with Creole Wrasse  
MACRO/CLOSE-UP NOVICE CATEGORY  
First Place: Csaba Tokolyi, Budapest, Hungary- Dragon  
Second Place: Brian Francisco, Albany, OH- Shrimp Eating Shrimp  
Third Place: Matt Segal, Calabassas, VA- Bulldog  
Honorable Mention: Lawrence Alex Wu, Bangkok, Thailand- Little Red Riding Goby  
                                 Michael Thomas, Manassas, VA- Pufferfish  
MACRO/CLOSE-UP OPEN CATEGORY  
First Place: Jose Alvarez, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic-Crab on Seapen  
Second Place: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Tending the Garden  
Third Place: Jose Alvarez, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic- Horns  
Honorable Mention: Pasquale Pascullo, New York City, NY- Deep Throat  
                                  Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Baby Bengaii’s Safehaven  
MAJESTIC CATEGORY  
First Place: Mark Thomas, Cheshire, UK- Alone  
Second: Jean-Louis Danan, Palaseau, France- Longimanus and His Pilots  
Third: Jose Alvarez, S anta Domingo, Dominican Republic- Fire  
Honorable Mention: Jose Alvarez, Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic- Grace  
                                 Viora Alessio,Borgomanero, Italy- Freeway to the Blue  
TOGETHERNESS CATEGORY  
First: Keri Wilk, Ontario, Canada- Mouthful  
Second: Judy Johnson, Irving, TX- Goby Reunion  
Third: Giordano Cipriani, Roma, Italy- Jointly  
Honorable Mention: Gloria Freund, McClean, VA- Breakfast Buddies  
                                 Antidio Rossi, Pessaro, Italy-Squids  
OHIO COMPETITION  
First: Christine Smith, Athens, OH-Tarpon & Silversides  
Second: Christine Smith, Athens, OH-Pink  
Third: Rich Lauer, Reynoldsburg, OH- Where Eagles Glide  
Honorable Mention: Dan Jolly, Newark, OH- Queen Angel  
                                  Marc Weiss, Cincinnati, OH, The Three R’s  

From the Director:  
Thanks to all entrants, judges, and 
sponsors.  Your participation is an 
integral part of this competition, and 
is greatly appreciated. We received 
entries from 16 different states in the 
United States and 18 different coun-
tries. Competitions of this type, 
share divers’ own visions of the un-
derwater world, and serve to pro-
mote good conservation practices. 
They also highlight some of the 
world’s best diving destinations. 
These winning shots will be posted 
on our website, www.uwimages.org  
as soon as possible.  
Prizes were set before the judging 
according to their values and the 
number of entries in the respective 
categories. Proceeds go to marine 
educational and scholarship pur-
poses. This past year we again spon-
sored former sea turtle fishermen 
from Baja, Mexico to attend the Na-
tional Sea Turtle Symposium 
through ProPeninsula 
www.ProPeninsula.org where they 
learned about the conservation of 
this endangered animal. They then 
returned home to teach other sea 
turtle fishermen and local communi-
ties about the importance of protect-
ing the sea turtles of the world.  
We are also continuing to support 
Mahonia Na Dari, a Nature Conser-
vancy program for students in Papua 
New Guinea, where they learn true 
conservation and preservation prin-
ciples with hands-on experiences. 
www.Mahonia.org Some attendees 
have since become scientists who 
are still working to conserve the 
world’s natural resources.  
Lastly, we are supporting the Ohio 
Council of Skin and Scuba Diving, 
Inc. (OCSSDI) Memorial Scholar-
ship. This scholarship is awarded to 
a member in good standing of 
OCSSDI in order to pursue careers 
related to marine biology, underwa-
ter archaeology, and other related 
fields. www.OCSSDI.org  
As we are all volunteers in these 
contests and they are just for fun, we 
hope everyone enjoyed our friendly 
competition this year. I’ll be looking 
forward to your entries next year. 
Safe Diving and Shooting. Sea Ya!  
Roger Roth, Founder/Director  
 



Last Meeting Notes  
 

       You came back from your trip to that exotic island with some great underwater photos to show 
your friends and family. Great, but did you also capture the essence of the island itself and its peo-
ple in order to give your friends a complete idea of what it was like to travel there? 
       February's speaker, Tim Ostermeyer, provided us with a very entertaining program on how he 
markets his photography. Everyone was entertained with many beautiful wildlife photos and a pre-
view of his new children’s book about penguins.   
Thanks to Tim for a fun, motivating program. 

 

What is SEASPACE? 

So, what is SEASPACE?  Most of us know SEASPACE as a scuba diving exhibition where we can see all 
the latest dive gear, learn about exotic dive destinations and get our hands on the newest underwater 
photo/video gear.  SEASPACE even offers seminars and workshop on a wide variety of diving related 
topics.  SEASPACE does more to encourage interest in scuba diving and the marine environment than any 
other event in Texas.  For divers, SEASPACE is a great place to go have a good time. 

All of this is great, but there is really so much more to SEASPACE.  SEASPACE is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion whose ultimate goal is to raise money for marine related scholarships.  From 1981 to 2007 
SEASPACE has provided financial assistance to over 300 college students totaling over 
$525,000.  Roughly 75% of past awards were given to graduate students.  In more recent years 
SEASPACE has also provided grants to numerous marine related conservation organizations.  Over 
$75,000 has been given as grants to these organizations. 

Recipients of SEASPACE scholarships and grants are the people and organizations who are working to 
conserve the marine environment that we, as divers, love so much.  This is what SEASPACE is really 
about.  By supporting SEASPACE you are supporting the marine environment. 

If you wish to help SEASPACE continue it’s work, there are many things you can do to contribute.  Come 
to SEASPACE and encourage everyone you know to attend.  Support the businesses that exhibit at 
SEASPACE.  Without exhibitors, there is no SEASPACE, period.  Volunteer to work at 
SEASPACE.  Volunteers make the weekend event happen.  Volunteers normally work a four-hour shift 
and get a free SEASPACE Volunteer shirt.  If you would like to volunteer, contact the volunteer coordina-
tor Susan Young or download the application. 

Please do what you can to continue the success of SEASPACE and encourage others to do the same.  As 
the March 30 - April 1 event approaches, check out http://www.seaspace.org for all the details. 



 

MARTY SNYDERMAN’S 
All-Day U/W Photographic 

Seminar 

Presented by the Dallas Underwater Photographic Society 

In Marty’s own words: To Anyone That Is Considering Participating In My Day-Long Seminar On 
Underwater Photography: 

 The primary goal of the day is to have fun and to make sure that you know more about underwater photogra-
phy at the end of the day than you did at the beginning. I think the reason people get trapped into trying to 
memorize what others suggest is that they don’t have a good understanding of the basics, meaning that within 
their own thinking, they don’t have a good place to file and later recall the information. 

 
This special seminar will only cost $100 for DUPS members.  The full price of 

the seminar is $150 but DUPS is going to sponsor its members with a $50 
scholarship per attending member. 

 

Not a member yet?  No worries, as you can join DUPS for the regular $25 for 
an individual/ $30 family and you will STILL receive the $100 sponsored rate 
for this wonderful seminar. Joining DUPS is NOT a prerequisite to attend, but 

non-members will pay the full $150 seminar rate. 
 

To sign up, come to a DUPS meeting or mail this form and payment to: 
DUPS 

6534 Forest Creek Dr. 
Dallas, TX 75230-2817 

Sunday, April 15, 2007 



 
 
 
 
 

2007 DUPS Officers 
 

   Pres.                       Barry Guimbellot 
   V. Pres.                  Bob Synder 
   Secretary               Waynetta Wheeler 
   T reasurer               Teri Walker 
   Membership           Lynn Bogy 
   Contests                 George Bogard 
   Contests Assists     Penny Synder 
                                  Nicky Crocker 
   Programs                David Prichard 
   Newsletter              Laurel Simon/ 
   Newsletter Assist   Judy Johnson 
   Promotion              Lily Mak 
   Hospitality             Ruth Guimbellot 
   Webmaster             Don Lewis 

Please Help US!! 
 

We encourage our readers and members to 
send us recommendations for up-coming Pro-
grams. We need some new ideas.  
What would you like to learn about?  
What subjects are you interested in?  
Write it on a piece of paper and give it to Bob 
at the next meeting, or email him at  
airhog@aol.com.  

DUPS Polo Shirts and Hats for sale 
 

Don’t forget we still have some of our beautiful DUPS Polo style shirts 
for sale.  The shirts are maroon and sport our wonderful DUPS logo in 
white.  Sizes are available from XL-XXXL.  The price is only $17 each.  
There are only a few left, so make your reservations now to purchase. 
Nylon, baseball style hats are also still available for only $10 each.  
These hats are emblazoned with a black DUPS logo. 
 

UNDERWATER EXPOSURE 
accepts commercial advertising.   

For information contact  
Judy Johnson at 972-259-5159 

Size         1 mo.         1 year 
Bus. card       15.00            75.00 
1/4 page        30.00           150.00 
1/2 page        50.00           250.00 

 
Want Ads 

Pelican cases: 
     King Turtle Grey 8 X 16 X 23, good shape no wheels,$90.00 
     King Turtle Black roller case, 11 X 19 X 30, great shape, $150.00 
Nikon Coolpix 995 camera, excellent condit ion,with digipak auxillary battery pak. Custom made 
acrylic housing with room for battery pak, tray, and arms for strobe, Nikon glass doom port, good condi-
t ion. 500.00 
Ikelite A100 strobe(2), good condit ion with 2 rechargable battery paks each $200. 
Ikelite A200 strobe, good condit ion with 2 rechargable battery paks $250. 

George A. Bogard, awesomei@sbcglobal.net,  972-816-0945 
 

A Condo for Rent: Right in the middle of Seven Mile Beach on Grand Cayman Island, Beach 
front, bottom floor, approx 1,400 sq. ft. big living room, two bedrooms, one with a king size bed 
and TV, separate fully equipped kitchen, separate dining room, dry bar, large screened in porch. 
close to BBQ pit, two swimming pools and maybe a spa. Faces west so you can see the sunset. 
 Normally these units rent for about $3,500 per week but I'll take $2,000. 

Contact Peter Chestnut at bluwater@mindspring.com.  
The week of  November 4-11 is already taken. 



 
SanDisk Red - Sea 2006 Underwater Photo Competit ion  

Update Prizes and Give Away Flash Memory Cards   
 

First Prize: 10,000 $ cash + three week dive trip for two to Papua New Guinea with Walndi, Loloata Resorts 
  and aboard Star Danser (15,000 $). 
100 Flash cards of 1 Gigabyte free to the first 100 enrollees – a gift of Sandisk Corporation 
 

Eilat, Israel - February 25, 2006 - Sandisk Corporation and Yam, the Israeli diving magazine, announced the 
opening of enrollment for the illustrious Sandisk Red Sea Underwater Photography Competit ion today, which 
will be held April 24-29 in Eilat, Israel. 
 

Underwater photographers from all over the world have begun to submit their photo entries for the "Images of 
the World" category, and also for the "Eilat Shoot-out Party". Sandisk Corporation has announced that the 
first 100 enrollees for the Eilat 's Shoot-Out will receive a free Compact Flash or SD flash card free of charge. 
 

The SanDisk 2006 Red Sea Underwater Photography Competit ion is open to both amateur and professional 
photographers shooting with film or digital cameras. Selected categories are open to competitors from all over 
the world whose photos can be shot at any t ime and from any location. Contestants can send photographs in 
by mail. Registration is now open and details available at www.SanDiskredsea.com 
*************************************************** ***************************** 

SEASPACE 2007 
March 31 & April 1, 2007 

 

At SEASPACE 2007: 
 * Deep Sea 3D IMAX Film, with film makers Howard and Michele Hall 
 * Photographer James D. Watt's Digital Photo Workshops 
 * Photography Workshops by Jack & Sue Drafahl 
 * Technical Diving International (TDI) Advancing Diving Workshop 
 * Houston Underwater Photographers Society (HUPS) Photo Gallery featuring both prints and digital images 
 
Book your Dive Trip and Purchase your New Dive Gear And More! 
 * Exhibit Hall with over 150 booths 
 * Scuba diving & adventure travel 
 * Kid's Place packed with fun, FREE activities 
 * Film festival 
 * Workshops, seminars, demos, FUN for the entire family! 
 

www.seaspace.org for details or to register. 
 

Barry & Ruth Guimbellot will be presenting two seminars; Fabulous Fiji and 
Tobago: Clean, Green & Serene.  Be sure and check out both of these seminars so you 
can see why they enjoy these destinations so much. 
*************************************************** ***************************** 
The Nikon School of Photography is coming to Dallas on March 17, 2007.  For 
more information or to register go to www.nikonschool.com. 
*************************************************** ***************************** 
It is now official.  Marty Snyderman is coming April 15th for an all-day photographic seminar from 10-
4 pm. 
 
The seminar will  include a catered lunch.  DUPS members will pay $100 and everyone else is $150.  
 
Now, you all  said you want this so for i t to be a success we are ALL going to have to step in and help 
promote it, so be thinking of ways and places where YOU can make a difference.  We have posters for 
the membership to distribute to dive shops, camera shops, universities, etc.  Pick them up at the meet-
ing. 


