
 

M E E T I N G  P R E S E N TAT I O N  
 
Gary Swearingen will be giving a presentation about Wakatobi Resort in 
Indonesia.  Gary is a member of our sister club,  The Houston Underwater 
Photo Society [HUPS]. He says, “Wakatobi Dive Resort has a promo DVD to 
die for and would love to show it to your group.”   
We will look forward to seeing this presentation since another HUPS club 
member, Ken Knezick goes there often and has been telling us how great this 
location can be. 
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CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 

               The more we travel around the world, the 
more we become aware of cultural differences if we 
pay attention.  Some of these differences are subtle 
and on the other hand, some can be outright con-
trary to what we would think.  Either way, it does 
behoove us to be aware of them, especially with so 
many other countries thinking Americans are snotty 
with their noses in the air. 
            When I travel, I try to learn a few words be-
fore leaving the country. Then once I arrive at my 
destination, I ask one of the native people to teach 
me some new words or local sayings every day I’m 
there.  I can tell you they are always very impressed 
and eager to help. 
            What other cultural differences might we run 
into in our travels?  In this month’s article, I thought 
I’d share some I’ve learned recently, and not so re-
cently. 
* * * * * 
            The last promo video I finished was for Tufi 
Dive Resort in Papua New Guinea.  Upon receipt of 
the video, the owners were quite pleased with what 
they got.  They were excited and looking forward to 
having their wholesalers obtain and use the video 
for promotional purposes. 
            Of course, I’d included shots of the cute 
anemonefish in their flowing host anemones along 
with a titan triggerfish munching on a large Triton’s 
trumpet snail.  Also in the video were Harlequin 
ghost pipefish, banded pipefish, numerous nudi-

branch species, a small decorator crab, tube anem-
ones with tiny Thor ambiensis shrimp, mantis 
shrimp, and even guaranteed Mandarinfish to be out 
in the open on Tufi’s house reef. 
            But a week or so later, I received an email 
from the owners telling me that their wholesaler in 
Thailand wasn’t happy with the video.   The whole-
saler said it had an over-abundance of macro critters 
and Thailand divers would want more big animals 
in the video and not so much macro.  Now there’s a 
cultural difference I’d never thought of before. 
            I guessed that divers from Thailand have 
enough macro in their home waters and therefore 
don’t seek the same marine animals that we do.  So, 
I re-edited parts of the video adding many species of 
sharks including a hammerhead, turtle shots, and a 
school of barracuda.  You know…all the things we 
Americans may see often and find somewhat old 
hat.  I think they are happier with the video now.  
Go figure! 
* * * * * 
            Speaking of sharks, many of you are proba-
bly aware that Disneyland, Hong Kong had full in-
tentions of offering and serving shark fin soup when 
they open later this year.  There has been a big 
hoopla against this in Hong Kong for years, but it 
spread worldwide recently when a number of differ-
ent “green” organizations and Peter Hughes Diving, 
Inc. sent out emails asking for support against Dis-
ney.   
            Disney’s original stand was that the Chinese 
people would want the soup for their big fancy wed-
dings (despite the loosely organized complaints 
from the Chinese people) and Disney wanted to give 
the Chinese what they would desire because of their 
culture.  Then, after a little pressure, public relations 
people for Disney Hong Kong stated that they 
would be ecologically responsible and would find 
sustainable sources for the shark fins (which don’t 
exist) so that they could continue their plan to serve 
the soup.   

But when the entire world began to respond 
negatively to this, Disney Hong Kong had little to 
say for a week or two.  (Later, I found out that when 
the Chinese disagree with something, they pretty 
much shut up and don’t discuss it anymore.)  But 
fortunately they did use that silent time to come to 
the conclusion that they would be better off sliding 
more to the “green” side for real and not serve the 
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soup.  For those of you who haven’t heard, Disney 
has stated that they will NOT be offering shark fin 
soup. 
* * * * * 
            When a Japanese family moved in down the 
street from me a few years ago, I’d heard they had 
some children my kids’ ages so we decided to bake 
some cookies and take them over as a welcome ges-
ture.  (And yes, we did learn a few Japanese words 
before we went since the mother didn’t speak a 
word of English.)  Upon being invited into their 
home, my ex-wife tried to hand the plate of cookies 
to the hostess with one hand, but the mother would-
n’t take them.  My ex looked her in the eye and of-
fered again, but the woman still wouldn’t take them. 

Finally, one of her children came up and gra-
ciously took the plate of cookies.  It wasn’t until 
days later that we learned why the mother wouldn’t 
take the plate of cookies.  When offering something 
to a Japanese person, you should always offer it 
with both hands and maybe even a slight bow of 
your head. 
* * * * * 

When visiting a Fijian village and possibly 
joining in on a Kava ceremony, it is proper to at 
least try one taste, no matter how small.  Of course, 
following suit with proper clapping is in order as 
well.  (Not to worry, they’ll teach you.) 

Another thing to remember is that it’s not 
proper for men to show their knees, so wearing 
bathing suits on a village visit is not a good idea.  
When I visit, I like to wear a sula as they do, how-
ever, if you’re a male, remember to wear something 
under it!  On one trip, one of the other older divers 
didn’t wear anything underneath and embarrassed 
himself. 

One last thing that struck me about Fijians is 
that they aren’t comfortable with us wearing hats 
when we visit their villages.  They already feel as 
though Americans are taller than them and the hat 
only makes them think we are taller. I’m told this 
makes them feel inferior. 

If anyone else has any cultural differences to 
share, I’d love to hear them and pass them along!  
Sea Ya! 
Critter corner: Scientists have found that some jel-
lyfish can live in anaerobic (no oxygen) conditions 
for a time.  It seems that oxygen normally stored in 
the convex part of the jellyfish can migrate through 

the mesoglea (gel of the jellyfish) to the concave 
part where oxygen can be stored for longer periods 
of time.  This allows the jellyfish to travel to and 
through anaerobic environments. 
 

 

Another Star is Born 
 

Lynn Bogy just had a special honor.  She is featured 
in the Waxahachie Magazine.  Not only is she fea-
tured on the cover, but there is an article, but she has 
8 of her images printed in the magazine.  There are 
three double page spreads and one more full page 
image.   
The pictures are fantastic and look great in the 
magazine.  The images were taken with Lynn’s 
Olympus digital point and shoot with an Olympus 
housing. 
If you get a chance, try to pick up one of the maga-
zines.  If not, ask Lynn if she has one.  Chances are, 
she has a couple on hand. 
Congratulations Lynn!! 
 

Lynn Bogy’s first Cover! 





UNDERWATER EXPOSURE 
accepts commercial advertising.  For in-
formation contact Judy Johnson at 972-
259-5159 
 
Size               1 mo.            1 year 
Bus. card       15.00            75.00 
 
1/4 page        30.00           150.00 
 
1/2 page        50.00           250.00 

DUPS Polo Shirts, Hats, Log Books for sale 
 
Don’t forget we still have some of our beautiful 
DUPS Polo style shirts for sale.  The shirts are ma-
roon and sport our wonderful DUPS logo in white.  
Sizes are available from M-XXXL.  The price is 
only $17 each. 
Nylon, baseball style hats are also still available 
for only $10 each.  These hats are emblazoned with 
a black DUPS logo. 
DUPS photo/dive logbooks can be purchased for 
$7.50.  Each logbook has space for 82 dives with 
lots of room for photo information. 

Last month’s meeting topic 
 
The meeting for the month of June was our traditional pool party.  This year, it was held 
at the home of Ruth and Barry.  We had over 35 DUPS members in attendance, who 
used the pool time to test out new and used cameras, different strobe setups as well as 
just testing their equipment for leaks. 
Everyone brought lots of food to eat and plenty of desserts. 
We thank Ruth and Barry for inviting us to their home for the meeting. 
 
 

Training, Photo Contests and Results 
 
The Los Angeles Underwater Photo Society is pleased to announce that the 43rd annual Interna-
tional Competition is open for entries. Photographers will compete for outstanding prizes, including 
live aboard and land-based dive vacations, diving equipment, and photo gear. This year, for the first 
time, the competition will be accepting digital files in addition to prints, slides, and video. Entry cate-
gories include macro, wide angle, west coast cold water, marine related, creative freestyle, raw 
(unedited) video and open video. Please refer to the entry form for details on entry formats and catego-
ries. 
Last year's competition drew entries from 17 countries and 23 states. 
The deadline for entries is September 23, 2005. 
Rules and entry form are available at http://www.laups.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


